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SCONUL Access is a reciprocal access scheme, granting borrowing privileges to many types of library users working or studying at participating higher education libraries in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 

SCONUL Access provides borrowing privileges for most:

· academic staff on open or fixed term contracts

· postgraduate research students registered for a PhD, MPhil or similar qualification 

· part-time, distance learning and placement students

· full-time postgraduates 

SCONUL Access also provides for a reference only service for most:

· full-time undergraduate students 

· staff of a few higher education libraries not participating in the reciprocal borrowing arrangements

To find out which libraries you can use go to Where do you want to go? http://www.access.sconul.ac.uk/members  or consult your librarian. 

How do I join SCONUL Access? 

· Use Where do you want to go? http://www.access.sconul.ac.uk/members to ensure that your library is participating in the scheme.

· Submit a SCONUL Access application form  http://www.access.sconul.ac.uk/users_info/application_html to your home library to request a card. Your home library is the university or college library where you are registered or employed. To qualify for SCONUL Access you must be registered as a library user in good standing (i.e. having no debts at your home library and not having seriously infringed their rules).

· Your home library will provide you with a SCONUL Access card which, when presented with your ID / library card from your home institution, will allow other libraries to identify you as a bona fide member of the scheme.

How do I use my SCONUL Access card to register with other libraries? 
· Use Where do you want to go? http://www.access.sconul.ac.uk/members to see whether the library you wish to visit (host library) is a member and accepts your user type.
· Check the websites of individual participating libraries for their opening hours and other local conditions (e.g. new tickets may only be issued during office hours or not on the day of first visit; you may need to supply a passport sized photograph). If you will need specialist help during your visit, you must contact the libraries in advance.
· Take your SCONUL Access card AND your library/ID card (from your home library) along with you. You will be issued with a library card, which will normally have the same expiry date as your SCONUL Access card. Your SCONUL Access card will be valid for up to three years or until your course or contract ends if earlier.

· Abide by the rules of the library you wish to use. You will be responsible for any fines or replacement costs incurred.
Remember! The scheme offers a simplified route to concessions for library users but it confers no rights, since admission to libraries is always at the discretion of the university or college concerned.

What can I expect from other libraries? 

Loans
SCONUL Access users may apply to borrow books from the host library's general lending stock. You should expect that the host library will restrict the number and the range of materials that you can borrow. For example, a host library may limit the number of books you can borrow and will not permit you to borrow from the short (restricted) loan or DVD collections. Be prepared to abide by the rules of the library you wish to use. You will be responsible for any fines or replacement costs incurred.

Reference Access
Some member libraries will allow full time undergraduates to have reference access. Home Libraries may issue a reference card which allows the user reference access to member libraries, but no borrowing rights.

Electronic Access
SCONUL Access does not provide automatic rights to access computer facilities: this includes access to electronic journals and databases to which the host library subscribes. Many members do however provide some electronic access, check their websites for details.
Help and Advice
All higher education libraries operate on the basis that your home library will provide training in the use of library services. If you do need help, you are strongly recommended to seek advice from your home library first (for example if you need to consult material on a particular subject, or if you have a disability for which you need specific support). If you need special help at the library you are visiting, you must phone for advice and if necessary, book an appointment. Local contacts and their phone numbers and email addresses are shown in Where do you want to go? http://www.access.sconul.ac.uk/members
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